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Note to applicants:

· This sample statement is NOT a prescribed statement, but gives an indication of the kind of information which should be included in a Plain Language Statement.

· The project discussed is fictional and is intended to give an idea about how you could word your plain language statement and how to include all the required information. The essential points for inclusion can be found in the checklist on the previous page.

· If your project takes a different approach to confidentiality and anonymity. You can view example alternate descriptions of confidentiality arrangements at http://www.research.unimelb.edu.au/humanethics/external/
· The letterhead for Plain Language Statements can be found at: http://www.education.unimelb.edu.au/research/ethics/Letterhead%20for%20Ethics%20PLS%20&%20Consent%20Forms.doc

PLAIN LANGUAGE STATEMENT [Sample Model for Children]
"What do grade five children in public schools know about politics?"
Hello! My name is Jane Smith. I am a student at the University of Melbourne. I am doing a project to find out what people your age know about politics. When I finish my project it will be part of my degree, called a "PhD". My teacher, Dr John Somebody, helps me with my project. He is called my "supervisor". We both work in "the Department of Political Science".

Your school principal and your teacher have given me permission to send you this letter to tell you a bit about my project. Once you have read the letter you can decide if you would like to take part. You should talk to your parents about the project too.

If you want to be part of the project, I would ask you to read and answer some questions about politics, using a booklet. You and all the other people from your class who are taking part would go into a spare room for about 30 minutes to read the questions and write answers. I will be there to explain about the questions and collect the answers at the end. If you want to stop doing the questions, you can tell me and go back to the classroom any time you like. If you don’t know an answer, or you don’t want to answer a question, that’s fine too. The rest of your class will be doing silent reading with your teacher.

Only my supervisor and I will see your answers, so please don’t worry that your teacher might look at them. The project will have nothing to do with your school report or your grade for SOSE. You don’t even have to write your name on the booklet, so no one will be able to tell which answers are yours.

After the project is over, I will lock all the booklets away safely in the Department of Political Science for 5 years. I have to do this because it is a University rule. After that my supervisor will destroy them.

Remember, you don’t have to take part unless you want to. If you have any questions you should talk to your teacher or a parent. If they don’t know the answer to your question, they can contact me, or my supervisor, or the Research Ethics Office at the University for you.

If you want to be part of my project, and your parent/s agree, please sign your name on the next page where it says "student", and get your parent or guardian to sign as well.
Yours … etc.

Dr. John Somebody (Supervisor)
Ms. Jane Smith (Honours Student)
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